Perceptions of young adults as to the future of health care in the 21st century.
This study assessed the perceptions of the need for and quality of future health care programs of those who will be major users of medical services in the 21st century. Findings indicated that most recognize the importance of having medical coverage. While copayment costs were most important in health plan selection, less personal factors (e.g., ease of obtaining appointments) were more important than the plan's quality reputations and its physicians. Finally, few respondents thought the quality of physicians and hospitals would improve. Even fewer believed the range of services covered would be better, access to care would be easier to obtain, or that service would be more personalized. They also expect the costs of health care to escalate, and costs to have more impact on the availability of medical services.